MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
*
duction of bimetallism. Gold alone was the official currency. The
monetary system of the Barbarians was that of Rome. The
Carolingian system, which was silver monometallism, was that
of the Middle Ages,
The Anglo-Saxons constituted the only exception; among them
silver was the principal metal employed. However, a few gold
coins were struck in the southern parts of Britain — that is to say,
in those parts which maintained commercial relations with Gaul—
and there is reason to believe that these coins were the work of
Merovingian minters.1
In the kingdom of Mercia, which was more remote from Gaul,
only silver coins have been found, some of which bear runic
legends.2 The Merovingian kings struck pseudo-Imperial coins,
the series of which closes with the reign of Hcraclius (6:0-641),
the first Emperor to come into hostile contact with the Arabs.3
As a rule, they can be distinguished at a glance from the Imperial
currency. On the other hand, they bear a close resemblance to one
another. It is rarely possible to say whether they were struck by
the Visigoths, the Burgundi or the Franks.4 It was economic
necessity that caused the Barbarians to retain the Roman currency.6
This is proved by the fact that the imitation of Roman coins was
continued in Marseilles and the neighbouring regions longer than
elsewhere.6 It is rare to find the name of a Prankish king on a coin.
Such a name appeared for the first time, to the great dismay of
Procopius, while Thcodcbcrt I was making war in Italy against
Justinian, in 539-540, These coins also bear the word "Victor,"
which is exceptional in Roman numismatics.7 They arc so much
finer than any other Prankish coins that Prou8 supposes that
Theodebert had them struck during his Italian expedition, or
rather, they were struck in the regions which he retained for some
1 bngbi and serrurb, TrflW de numismatists du Moyen Agtf vol. I, Paris
1891, p. 177-	* Ibid., pp, 179*180,
3 M. prou, Catalogue de$ monnaies mtrovingmnes, pp. xxvii and xxviii.
* prou, op. rff., p. xvi.         *	* Ibid., p. xv.
**Ibid.t p. xxvi.	» /to/., p. xxxii,
8 Ibid., pp. xxxiv and xxxv.
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